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“TEACHING ... THE
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INTRODUCTION1

The purpose of this chapter is to present and to analyze certain
areas of innovative thinking currently being communicated to the
church of Christ, the people of God. The Biblical analysis of these
issues, based on the New Testament as authority, will reveal that each
issue springs from the innovative thinking of present and past preach-
ers, teachers and writers—not from God’s Word. Further, the reader
will learn from this study of the Scriptures that when a person incorpo-
rates unauthorized beliefs and practices into his faith, his worship is not
only vain, but such is a sin. This tendency of making void the com-
mandments of God by substituting the teachings of men is seen quite
clearly in our modern climate of thinking, both in and out of the church.

THE TRADITIONS OF MEN vs. THE LAW OF GOD

Jesus declared:

Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men (Mk. 7:7).

This very familiar verse is at the heart of a confrontation that arose
between the Lord and the Pharisees regarding their ceremonial
cleansing before eating. The scene took place in the final stage of
Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Prior to this occasion He had withdrawn from
Galilee due to great opposition (spring, A.D. 29). As He withdrew from
Galilee, He fed the five thousand (Mk. 6:30-44). When this great
miracle was completed, Jesus urged His disciples to enter a ship and
cross the sea to Bethsaida while He dispersed the people. As they were
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in the process of doing so, a great storm came upon the sea. During the
fourth watch (between three and six in the morning), Jesus came
walking upon the water (Mk. 6:45-56). The next day the multitude,
discovering that Jesus had not entered the ship with His disciples,
entered boats themselves and came to Capernaum seeking Him. At this
time, Jesus preached His great sermon concerning the bread of life (Jn.
6:22-71). During this same time certain Pharisees and scribes came
from Jerusalem to Jesus to make a charge against His disciples.

They accused Jesus’ disciples of transgressing the traditions of the
elders by eating bread with unwashed hands (Mt. 15:1-20; Mk. 7:1-23).
Jesus countered their false accusation by condemning them of hypoc-
risy, declaring that they had made void the law of God by their
traditions. The fact is the Jerusalem Pharisees could not find a single
instance in which Jesus transgressed the Law of God, so they eagerly
grasped at this straw regarding their traditions in order to manufacture
an accusation against Him.

Jesus did not deny their charge, but attacked their entire, traditional
system. His point was to teach them the vast difference between serving
God, as God requires, and serving God the way the Pharisees wanted
to serve Him. What God wants and what they wanted were two entirely
different things. Jesus suspended the question of “washing hands” for
the moment to illustrate how their “man-made traditions” were
engineered to make void the law of God.

The law required one to honor his parents, and for anyone to cast-
off his parents in their old age, subjecting them to beggary, meant more
than to speak evil of them; such conduct was practically to curse them
(Ex. 20:12; 21:17). Enter the Pharisees with their tradition. A son could
make his asset sacred by simply pronouncing “corban” over it, so that
part of the estate by which his parents might be profited became
dedicated to God. As a result, the son felt released from further
obligation to his parents. Consequently, their human tradition undid the
law. The truth of the matter is God’s law leads to pure and acceptable
worship, while mere human additions make worship vain (worthless).
Their practice of revering tradition and man-made law-keeping equal
to, or greater than the Word of God, made the Word of God void. Such
practices allowed human-made doctrines to have precedence over
divinely-given ones.

In this passage Jesus clearly laid out the principle for them and for
us. To state this tenet another way for clarity, the worship of God by
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observing human precepts and traditions is vain and useless. Therefore,
the question of overwhelming importance regarding the worship of God
and our practice of faithfully living Christianity day-by-day must ever
be the question of authority. Would not Jesus say the same thing of the
teaching of men in our own day? Are not the traditions and precepts of
men the principle guideline the majority of men follow? We ascertain
the numerous innovations and additions that have come down through
the years regarding any aspect of worship, the organization of the
church, the plan of salvation, and the fellowship Christians enjoy with
one another and with God, that have been imported into God’s Word
through the traditions of men. Such additions cause one’s worship to be
vain.

THE PHILOSOPHIES OF THE WORLD AND THE RISE
OF MODERNISM, RATHER THAN THE WORD OF GOD

How Did We Get Where We Are?

With the work of such men as Sir Francis Bacon, Sir Isaac Newton,
Copernicus, and others, a growing appreciation of the role of science
has developed. The work of David Hume has influenced a new attitude
of both science and religion. Immanuel Kant of Germany, who wrote
a number of works, claimed he had been aroused from his “slumber”
by the work of Hume, and so drew the conclusion that the traditional
arguments for the existence of God were no longer intellectually
defensible. He reasoned that we cannot know reality (noumena) by pure
reason and concluded the usual arguments for the existence of God
cannot be viewed as defensible. Kant paved the way for even further
admiration of science.

Now thinkers are leaning to the idea that religion must accommo-
date itself to the discoveries of science. The work of August Comte,
which led to what is now called “Logical Positivism” or “Analytic
Philosophy,” was also influential on society, causing them to feel or to
hold the view that religion must wait for the discoveries of science
before making its own affirmations.

Fredrick Schleiermacher, also a German philosopher-theologian,
realized the philosophical work of Hume and Kant presented a problem
to traditional religion. To avoid the current thinking at the time, that all
affirmations of religion must be verified by some observation in the
natural world, Schleiermacher taught that propositions, dogmas,
arguments and beliefs were really not the basis of true religion. Now,
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to relieve the religious thought process from being rational, it is wiser,
he contended, to believe the heart. Therefore, Schleiermacher led a
revolt against reason in the matter of religion. The end result is that
feelings of men become authority for religion, rather than the authority
of God. With the addition of the evolutionary hypothesis of Charles
Darwin, the attacks on the Bible itself by higher critics, and the
infusion of world religions, the west has given rise to what has come to
be called “Modernism.”2

There Are Two Distinctions In Modernism

Basically, today’s Modernism manifests itself in two distinct forms.
First, what may be referred to as a more moderate form of Modernism,
religiously speaking, is “Liberalism.” As the love affair with science
grew, men began to lose sight of the fact the world was created by God
for the purpose of giving man a place to freely make decisions “for” or
“against” God. They lost the proper viewpoint toward God and,
therefore, a proper viewpoint of religion. They lost the proper view-
point toward Truth, which led to a loss of a proper viewpoint of the
Bible as the inspired Word of God. As modern thinkers cut themselves
off from the only objective standard and source of Truth regarding
God’s positive law for their lives, they, in effect, cast themselves adrift,
making themselves easy prey for the false notions of subjectivism and
relativism. This moderate view of Modernism continues to regard itself
as belonging to the mainstream of Christianity, even though they have
come to reject the fundamentals of the Christian faith. Those, who
continue to count themselves as being in the church of the Lord, have
bought in to this more moderate view of Modernism.

Second, the more radical form of Modernism does not hold to
being in the mainstream of Christianity, but rejects Christianity
altogether. For this group of Modernists there is no God, and the Bible
is simply a human document. In essence they have rejected God, and
have put themselves in His rightful place; making a “god” of their own
human reason: Humanism. For radical Modernism, man has made
himself God.

Meeting The Challenge Of Modernism

To properly meet the challenge Modernism poses for the church,
one must undermine its false foundation. When this is successfully
done, Modernism with all of its various tenets comes crashing down.
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First, one must continue to present and defend the existence of the
God of the Bible. By properly reasoning from the world in which we
live, one can make the argument for the existence of God that avoids
inner inconsistency or self-contradiction, despite Hume’s failed efforts.
Kant’s problems with knowing reality are answerable. The Christian
does not have to give up on God, as these men have argued. Further,
evolutionary teaching, that is, the view that all life came from lower
forms of life through a process of blind, mindless chance to their
present form through natural selection, is false and cannot be proven
scientifically; given the scientific method. Evolution fails to explain
what the atheists claim; namely to provide a reasonable alternative to
the creationist view of origins.3

Second, one must present and defend the Biblical view of the Bible,
the Word of God. The Bible itself claims it is inspired of God with the
ability to furnish man for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17); that it is
inerrant (Heb. 6:17-18); that it is authoritative (2 Jn. 9-11); that it has
been once for all delivered (Ju. 3); that man must not add to or take
away from it (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19); and, that man will be judged
by what it actually teaches; not by his own subjective interpretation of
Scripture (Jn. 12:48; Acts 17:30-31). The Bible proves itself to be a
document which is above and beyond mere human production; making
it the objective standard of our lives. The Bible is written in such
language that men can understand and obey its teachings by faith.

Third, one must present and defend the Biblical view of Truth.
Truth and Truth alone makes men free (Jn. 8:32). It is both absolute and
immutable. Truth maintains its Truth value, even if everyone rejects it.
It does not alter due to the passage of time, or changing situations.
Truth can be studied, learned and obeyed. In fact, a failure to do so
results in the loss of one’s soul for eternity (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2:8-12).

Fourth, one must continue to present and defend the need to respect
the authority of the Bible. Inherently, all authority resides in God. God
created the world and man in it. God has given authority to Christ (Mt.
28:18-20). Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles (Acts 2); the
apostles laid hands on certain ones giving them power to infallibly
reveal the message of God, the Gospel (Acts 8; 1 Cor. 12, 13, 14). In
this way the Scriptures came to be. We must continue to insist on a
proper respect for that authority. To fail in this regard is to involve
oneself in sin, going beyond that which is written (1 Cor. 4:6, ASV).
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Fifth, one must continue to present and defend the Biblical view of
Christ. Modernism rejects the Christ of the Scriptures. To them there
are many happenings, as well as sayings, of Christ that never occurred.
Even though the more moderate form of modernism (Liberalism)
would appeal to certain qualities of the life of Christ (honesty, integrity,
loyalty, etc.), they would assert that the world in Jesus’ day was very
different from our own, and, hence, reject many of the teachings of
Christ. But, the Bible teaches the Word existed “in the form of God”
prior to His incarnation (Phil. 2:5-8). That Word became flesh and
dwelt among us (Jn. 1:14); He was born of the virgin (Mt. 1:18ff.); He
was God (Heb. 1:8); He was man (1 Tim. 2:5); and, He was perfect in
character (1 Pet. 2:21-24). The Bible teaches that Jesus, though living
the perfect life, died by the cruel hands of the Jews, was buried, and
rose again the third day (Acts 2:22-24; 1 Thess. 15:1-8); and, that He
ascended back to heaven and was seated on the throne of David at the
right hand of God (Acts 2:29-36).

Sixth, one must continue to present and defend the Biblical view
of the church, as God has given. Modernism hates the church of the
New Testament. But the Bible places the church in a vital role for the
eternal purpose and plan of God. It was not an “afterthought,” but it
was in the plan of God from the very beginning (Eph. 3:10-11). The
church is blood bought (Acts 20:28), and every saved person is a
member in it. This means every person not in the church is lost. It also
means that the church will be triumphant in the end (Rev. 19-22). To
the modernist, like man, the church has evolved. It exists, they say, as
the result of human society and is non-essential to salvation, that it is
just a mere human institution. This view must be rejected Biblically.

THE NEW HERMENEUTIC,
RATHER THAN THE WORD OF GOD

The General Assertion Of This New Approach

The modernist tendency is to assert that we are what we are
because of our acceptance of the inductive method of Francis Bacon
(1561-1626) and John Locke (1632-1704).4 In effect, we are guilty of
applying logic to the Bible and developing a legalistic understanding
of various Bible teachings. According to this new approach, looking up
every verse on baptism to draw a conclusion is the wrong approach.
Some have stated their false teaching this way: “Any logical system of
interpretation must be rejected, since such systems are formulated by
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uninspired men.” Because of the “new” hermeneutic approach—though
this list certainly is not exhaustive—one now hears the following:

1. Command, example, and necessary inference are hermeneutic-
al relics that should be abandoned for a literary/historical
model.

2. Old Testament examples, such as Nadab and Abihu and the
strange fire, or Noah building the Ark, used to illustrate the
need to do only what God has authorized, is foolishness; since
they lived under law and we live under grace.

3. The silence of the Scriptures does not prohibit us from doing
anything the Bible does not condemn.

4. Pattern Theology has become our undoing. There is no
blueprint for a specific pattern from the New Testament for the
church today.

5. The restoration Principle is a mistaken notion we must
abandon, if we are to survive in the religious climate of today.

6. The Bible is a love-letter, not a constitution; therefore, detailed
patterns and legal requirements must be abandoned for the sake
of God’s love.

A Specific Response

First, no one has ever suggested that command, example, and
necessary inference are all that is needed for proper hermeneutics. But
a historical and literary analysis by itself is not enough for a complete
hermeneutic, either. The objection offered by the advocates of the New
Hermeneutic is not an honest one. Commands, examples, and necessary
inferences involve statements of the Bible and their present applicabil-
ity. We have always insisted that context, which includes the immediate
and remote context, sentence structure, word meaning, and historical
background, along with a number of other important hermeneutical
elements, are all part of a proper understanding of the Biblical text.

Second, Noah’s faithful obedience to God in building the ark,
serves as a fitting illustration of what God has always required of those,
who would be pleasing to Him. Noah’s faithful obedience with many
other illustrations, like Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10 etc.), is pertinent to
our need today to do only what God has authorized. Those of the New
Hermeneutic do not understand that both faith and grace were part of
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the Old Testament, even as obedience to law is part of the New (Heb.
11:7; Gen. 6:13-22; Rom. 5:20; 3:31; 1 Cor. 9:21; Jn. 14:15; 15:14).

Third, the silence of the Scripture does, in fact, prohibit, because
God through inspired writers established the principle that when His
law does not give authority, there is no authority (Heb. 7:11-14).
Inspiration makes clear that we have been made fully-equipped and
given all things relative to life and godliness through what God has
said; not by what He has not said (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3-4; 1 Cor.
4:6).

Fourth, if pattern theology is our undoing, then we have been
undone by God Himself; for He commanded these things we must do
to be saved (Jn. 8:24; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:9, 10) and how to worship
Him (Eph. 5:18-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-29; 1 Tim. 4:13; 2:1-2, 8). If God did
not want patterns to develop, why did He command things that of
necessity create patterns? Those of the New Hermeneutic have a
problem with what God has done, not with those who faithfully follow
His divine instructions.

Fifth, God in the Old Testament regarded Josiah as the best of all
kings (2 Kgs. 23:25) because he went to the divine record (the old law)
to restore the religion of Israel (2 Kgs. 22-23). God called the Jews
back to the old paths (Jer. 6:16). God expects us to give an ever-greater
diligence to serving Him in the Christian Age (Heb. 2:1-3). The
standard of our service is the Word (Jn. 17:17). How could the
principle that seeks to always serve God according to His revealed will
(the Restoration Principle), ever be considered a mistaken notion?

Sixth, the Bible is both a love-letter and a constitution, a book of
history, and much more. To limit the Bible to any one aspect of its
character is to fail to recognize the whole purpose of God (Acts 20:27).
The New Hermeneutic is simply Modernism in disguise. It is a modern
day application of those who would teach for doctrines the command-
ments of men.

THE CHANGING WORLD,
RATHER THAN THE WORD OF GOD

The Issue Of Change And How It Relates To Christianity

No doubt the world around us is changing. In our own short
lifetime we see great advancements in science, engineering, transporta-
tion, agriculture, medicine, and health care. We realize a great deal of
social change has taken place, also. The continued breakdown in
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morality, the legalization of abortion, and attempts to legalize doctor-
assisted suicide, points to an ever-changing culture. For these and other
reasons, pressure is placed on the church to change, too. The infusions
of eastern religions into the western culture, along with the proliferation
of new and different denominational churches that have broken ties
with old-line denominationalism, dot the countryside and are found in
every city. Concerning our times, one writer put it this way: “It is a
time of dependence, debt, divorce, dissidence, disbelief, delinquency,
disobedience, destruction, and death.” Indeed, success and prosperity
can be perilous. Many have advocated the need for change in matters
of faith to “keep up” with the times, or by saying: “We need to get
modern or we will die.” Like the Athenians of Paul’s day, there are
those who look for new things in religion. How shall the church of the
Lord respond to these changes?

The World Changes, But Certain Things Do Not Change

Even though we live in an ever-changing world, certain things do
not change. First, God does not change. “I am the Lord, I change not”
(Mal. 3:6). Concerning God, the Hebrew writer says: “[T]hou art the
same, and thy years shall not fail” (Heb. 1:12). Culture changes, but
such is not true with God.

Second, change does not apply to Christ. The Hebrew writer
asserts, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”
(Heb. 13:8).

Third, the Word of God does not change. The Lord’s statement
about heaven and earth changing, but the Word of God enduring
forever, needs to be remembered (Mt. 24:35).

Fourth, man’s need for salvation does not change. As long as
humans lie, cheat, steal, covet, and engage in unrighteous acts, man will
be guilty of sin. The culture changes, but this fact remains: man needs
a Savior. Only the Bible deals properly with sin. The Bible deals with
every aspect of sin, its existence, (Rom. 3:23), God’s desire to save
man from its consequences (Jn. 3:16), and man’s only hope for
forgiveness and salvation through Christ (Acts 4:12).

Why The Gospel Does Not Change

God has given a perfect plan for the redemption of man and the
salvation of the world.5 It is not to be changed. God has specifically
instructed that the Gospel of Christ must not be changed, modified,
restructured, or amended in any way (Gal. 1:6-9). The Gospel is totally
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adequate for the salvation of souls (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Scripture is
the perfect revelation of God to completely instruct mankind in
righteous living—all those who work righteousness are acceptable to
God (Acts 10:34-35). The Scriptures accomplished their intended
purpose as Paul mentioned to the church at Corinth: they had been
forgiven of sin, because of their faithful obedience (1 Cor. 15:1-2); they
had been saved by the Gospel. Paul emphatically stressed the Gospel
is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe (Rom. 1:16).
Since man’s sin problem is still the same today as it was in the days of
Pentecost (Acts 2), the same Gospel which saved them will also save
modern man who lives in the midst of an ever-changing world.

How Does One Prevent Modern Efforts To Change The Gospel?

Hebrews 2:1 states: “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.” The ever-present danger of drifting from one belief to
another survives because so many advocate a change in religion for this
modern day. False teachers will arise and try to influence the faithful
away from the Word of God (2 Pet. 2:1-2). Some will depart from the
faith (1 Tim. 4:1-3). Therefore, as the Hebrew writer instructs, we must
be careful to give heed to the Gospel and not be led away from the
truth. The Christians at Corinth were warned to “stand in,” or “remain
in,” the Gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-2). We need this same admonition. We
must warn others not to be moved away from the hope of the Gospel,
which they have heard and obeyed (Col. 1:23). We must become
mature in Christ and not be carried away with the cunning craftiness of
false teachers (Eph. 4:14-15). May God help us to teach, warn, and
pray for the church for which Jesus died, so it will remain true to the
never-changing Gospel.

CONCLUSION

The only reason for a religious position to be accepted is because
such teaching is true, that is, it is taught from God rather than men. If
it is not true, it is to be rejected. God has given us the Truth, the Bible.
We must learn that Truth and obey it. Whatever God says is right. The
teachings and doctrines of men that conflict with, undermine, or are
somehow inconsistent with the Word of God, are wrong and must be
rejected (Mk. 7:7).
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ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 There are a number of helpful works that give a good overview regarding the
progression to modern thought, as we find it. A good place to begin is with
Richard H. Popkin and Avrum Stroll, Philosophy Made Simple (Garden City,
NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc.),1956; and Bryan Magee, The Story of
Philosophy (New York, NY: DK Publishing, Inc.), 1998.
3 It is beyond the scope of this work to give a thorough discussion of how to
prove the existence of the God of the Bible. This work asserts that such can be
done, and it can.
4 It is clear to me, when I read such statements, the writer has never really
spent a great deal of time with either Bacon or Locke. Primarily Locke’s view
regarding knowledge was one of empiricism.
5 Any effort to change or modify what God has given is by implication saying,
“What God has done needs improvement,” and “Man can make better the God-
given original.” This is a classic example of “teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.” For any man to think so highly of himself in such a
fashion is blasphemy.
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